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All Cambridge students belong to one 
of Cambridge's 31 Colleges. Your 
department will handle all of the 
educational aspects of your degree - 
the supervision of your dissertation or 
any coursework you might undertake 
if you're studying for an MPhil. Your 
College will handle all the rest of 
what makes studying at Cambridge so 
great! This includes dining, 
accommodation (if you choose to live 
in College), social events, welfare 
provision, and anything else not 
related to your degree! 

Corpus is the sixth-oldest College at 
Cambridge and has around 250 
undergraduates and 200 
postgraduates. We are incredibly 
lucky to have both an old central site 
(affectionately referred to as 'Old 
House') and a separate postgraduate 
campus (called Leckhampton). Old 
House is located in the centre of town 

on Trumpington Street, and 
Leckhampton is a short five minute 
cycle (or fifteen minute walk) away. 
Leck is located off of Grange Road, 
which is near the University Library 
and the Sidgwick site (where many 
humanities subjects are located). 
Leckhampton is also well-positioned 
for access to the West Cambridge site, 
where many of the sciences are based.

Postgraduate students frequent Old 
House - to study in the Taylor library, 
have lunch with friends in Hall, grab 
a coffee in the Pelican Bar, or attend 
formal dinners on Fridays or Sundays 
- and having a relatively equal 
number of postgraduates and 
undergrads means there is always a 
solid postgrad presence at Old House.

All postgraduate accommodation, 
however, is centred around the 
Leckhampton site, which also has its 
own dining hall that serves weekday 

dinners, a postgraduate bar, a gym 
and playing fields, squash and tennis 
courts, a TV room, a library, and a 
computer room. We also have 
beautiful gardens and an outdoor pool 
that's open from late spring until the 
end of summer! 

There are loads of ways to get 
involved at Leckhampton, from 
joining sports teams or musical 
societies to attending dinners and 
social events, and Corpus postgrads 
are known for being a welcoming, 
friendly, and sociable group of 
people. Our students come from 
diverse backgrounds and study a wide 
range of subjects, making for 
interesting conversations, whether 
over lunch or drinks in the bar.

Our MCR Committee ('middle 
common room' - a Cambridge term 
for postgraduate students) puts on a 
fantastic Freshers' Week programme, 
making it easy to jump into life here 
at Cambridge and start meeting 
people and making friends. In sum, 
Corpus has fantastic food, centralised 
accommodation, and beautiful 
buildings and gardens - but even 
more importantly, the Corpus MCR is 
a welcoming, friendly, and supportive 
community. Corpus is much-loved by 
all of us Corpuscles, and we hope 
you'll consider joining us!
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Welcome to the Corpus Postgraduate Prospectus. 

The aim of this brochure is to give you a sense of what it might be 
like to study for a graduate degree here at Corpus!

CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE, 
CAMBRIDGE

Leckhampton House. Image credit: Xiaoye Chen.



Leckhampton is the heart of postgraduate life at Corpus. Whether you're 
relaxing in the pool, playing croquet in the gardens, or watching Planet Earth 

in the TV Room, Leckhampton will feel like a home away from home.
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LECKHAMPTON

Leckhampton has excellent work and study spaces. Many students use the 
bar to study during the day and in the evenings, the GTB library has plenty 

of books for leisure reading, and the Stephen Hales room has a piano for any 
music lovers. Leckhampton Hall hosts casual buffet-style dinners most 

nights, sit-down dinners on Tuesday evenings, and formal meals and parties 
on special occasions.

Image credit: Xiaoye Chen.



Postgrads often make use of the Taylor Library at Old House. You're more 
likely to find the books you need in your department library or the 

University Library, but the Taylor can still be a great place to study (it 's open 
24/7!) and you're only a few steps away from lunch in hall or a snack in the 

Pelican bar!
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MAIN COLLEGE

The Corpus Clock is a frequently photographed invention overlooking King's 
Parade. The renowned Parker Library holds Corpus' rare books and 

manuscripts, including medieval and Renaissance manuscripts and early 
printed books.



FOOD AT CORPUS
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Barton Road.
Corpus is known for having some of the 
best food in Cambridge! Leckhampton Hall 
provides buffet dinners Monday-Friday, 
and Old House serves a cafeteria-style 
lunch and supper. The Pelican Bar at Old 
House sells snacks and sandwiches, as well 
as a cooked breakfast, and serves coffee, 
tea, and soft beverages throughout the day.

Every Tuesday evening there is also a meal 
at Leckhampton called 'Sit Down' - these 
are two course waiter-served dinners that 
are casual  dress. They're often followed by 
talks or a coffee and tea reception, and are 
a nice study-break during the week. 

CASUAL DINING

Formal dinners are served in the main 
college Hall every Friday and Sunday, as 
well as on the occasional Wednesday. 
Formal is a three-course waiter-served 
meal. Students wear gowns  and fellows 
attend and sit at high-table. Postgrads also 
have occasional opportunities to dine with 
fellows at high-table! Formals are great 
value for money, and students can book 
guest tickets to bring friends or family!

Three times a year there is also an MCR 
'Superformal' - these black tie dinners are 
postgrads only and are always a huge hit!

FORMAL DINING



ACCOMMODATION

With large communal cooking 
facilit ies, the Kho Building is 

known for being a particularly 
sociable place to live. Spacious 

rooms and ensuite bathrooms also 
afford those who live here plenty 

of privacy. 

All postgraduate accommodation is centred around the Leckhampton site, 
which makes Leckhampton a fun and social place to live. Shared common 
areas in Leckhampton House (including a bar, a TV room, a dining hall and 
a music room) make it easy to get to know fellow postgrads. Also on the 
site are beautiful gardens and an outdoor pool, a library and computer 
room, as well as plenty of facilit ies for staying active (we have a gym, 
playing fields, tennis courts, and squash courts). There's a variety of 

accommodation options at Leckhampton, with something to suit 
everyone's preferences. 
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KHO BUILDING 

GEORGE THOMPSON 
BUILDING (GTB)

Fully refurbished in 2013, the GTB 
is a grade II listed building and 

renowned example of modernist 
architecture. Large windows 

provide lots of natural light and 
superb views of the gardens and 

nearby sports pitches.

Kho Building. Image credit: Xiaoye Chen.

George Thompson Building



The rooms in these six houses are 
all unique and interesting. Selwyn 
Gardens is tucked in a litt le corner 
of Leck gardens & Cranmer Road is 

one of the nicest streets in Cam.

CRANMER ROAD AND 
SELWYN GARDENS

BARTON ROAD HOUSE

A short path from the gardens to the 
Barton Road house means students here 
are close to Leck, but are also well suited 

for quick access to the Red Bull pub (a 
local favourite) and the Newnham Co-op.

LECKHAMPTON HOUSE

Leck House is the heart of 
Leckhampton life and the postgrads 
who live here are lucky enough to 

be able to pop down to the TV 
room, the snack fridge, or the bar in 
their slippers and pajamas if they so 

choose!

Cranmer Road House. Image credit: Xiaoye Chen.

Barton Road.

Leckhampton House.
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ACCOMMODATION
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SOCIAL LIFE AT CORPUS
You're at Cambridge to study, and academics are definitely everyone's first 

priority, but at Corpus we also believe socialising is an important part of 
general well-being. The committee endeavours to put on a range of events 

that appeal to everyone - whether that's gathering together in the TV room to 
watch Bake Off or Game of Thrones, visit ing the Botanic Gardens for the 

yearly Apple Festival there, dancing the night away at the Burns' Night ceilidh, 
or attending a pub quiz, there will be something social that suits your fancy! 

FORMAL SWAPS

The Corpus Social Secs organize 
fantastic formal swaps with 
other colleges, giving MCR 

members the chance to 
experience a formal dinner at 

another college - often these are 
themed or include an after-party, 
and they're always a great time! 

Swaps are a good way to see 
other colleges you might not get 

a chance to visit.

PARTIES

For every major holiday, 
Leckhampton hosts a themed 
dinner followed by a party -  

Halloween, Christmas, Burns 
Night, Valentines Day, St 

Patrick's, etc. There's sometimes 
a live band, and every Christmas 

the committee puts on a 
hilarious pantomime. You can 

also always bring guests to these 
events!



We are incredibly lucky to have access to two of the cheapest bars in Cambridge! 

The Pelican Bar in Old House serves undergrads and postgrads. The Pelican is a 
traditional bar, but it 's also open throughout the day and serves snacks, sandwiches, 

coffee, tea, and soft drinks. The postgrad favourite, and arguably the best bar in 
Cambridge, is located at Leckhampton and affectionately called Leck Bar. Leck Bar is 

student-run and anyone can be trained to be a bartender. The bar managers run 
casual pub quizzes, and put on regular charity cocktail nights (usually themed and 

always with non-alcoholic 'mocktail' options for those who don't drink)!

CORPUS BARS
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Leck Bar. Image Credit: Xiaoye Chen.Leck Bar. Image Credit: Xiaoye Chen.

LECKHAMPTON SOCIETY
Every postgraduate at Corpus is a member of the Leckhampton 

Society. Affectionately know as "Leck Soc," the society hosts 
presentations of graduate student research roughly twice a term. 

These talks follow sit-down dinners and involve two graduate 
students briefly presenting their research. Leck Soc talks are widely 

attended and are a really great chance to hear about what fellow 
students are studying. Leck Soc is also a nice space to practice your 
presentation chops, given that the audience is always friendly and 

non-specialists can often ask the most helpful questions. 

The free cheese and wine is also a nice bonus.



A DAY IN THE LIFE
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LINDSEY, HISTORY PHD

I try to be out the door by 8:30, though sometimes that proves 
to be optimistic. The plus side of not having a bike is that I get 
to take the scenic route to work - I often walk through Selwyn 
and King's to get into the centre of town. It only takes about 
ten minutes to get to Corpus from Leck, although sometimes 
I'll stop by the University Library or History's Seeley Library to 
pick up a book on my way.

EARLY MORNING

MIDDAY

I'll spend most of the day working in Corpus's Taylor Library. I 
like to be able to go to lunch with friends at Corpus because it 's 
quick, easy, and inexpensive. It 's nice to catch up with people 
and we usually grab a post-lunch coffee at the Pelican Bar.

AFTERNOON
On Mondays I have evening American History seminars at 
Sidney Sussex, and I'll often pop to Fitzbillies beforehand to 
grab a snack or a coffee to keep myself alert. 

Sometimes I'll go to dinner with course friends after seminars, 
but I often just head back to Leck for dinner. I'm one of the bar 
managers so I'll  open up Leck bar and depending on the 
evening I'll either do a bit more work there or just chat with 
whoever is around.

EVENING



Pub Quiz night in Leckhampton Bar Fresh pressed juice made with apples from the gardens!

Students enjoy a barbecue in the gardens  at Leckhampton. Photo credit: Xiaoye Chen. 
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LIFE AT CORPUS



SPORT & SOCIETIES

The College Choir sings in chapel and at 
many college events and travels to 
incredible places to perform during 
holidays. The Bene't Society is the 
college's music society and offers a range 
of ways to get involved with music at 
Corpus. Corpus has its own theatre - the 
Corpus Playroom - and students can get 
involved with drama through the 
Fletcher Society (Corpus' resident 
theatre troupe).

MUSIC & THEATRE SPORT & FITNESS

Corpus has a range of teams playing 
various sports at various levels. You can 
join the MCR football team or take up 
rowing - the college has a boathouse on 
the river. Leckhampton has its own gym, 
football, cricket, and rugby pitches, clay 
and grass tennis courts, a squash court, 
netball courts, and ergs. If you're living in 
college accommodation these will be 
steps away from your room, so it 's  easy 
to stay active despite your workload!
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Corpus postgrads are involved in a wide range of activit ies - from playing on 
University sports teams, to editing the Cambridge Humanities Review, to 

volunteering with Pint of Science, there are lots of ways to get involved as a 
student. At Leckhampton there is a reading group that meets monthly to discuss 

short stories and books, a group of students who garden at our very own veg 
patch, and plenty of sports teams to get involved with.



WELFARE & SUPPORT
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Life as a postgraduate student can be hectic and at times intense, but Corpus has 
a very good support system in place for anything you may need. Whether that's 
help switching supervisors, advice on the best dentist, or just someone to talk to, 

there are numerous avenues through which you can get support. The MCR 
Committee has two welfare officers, an LGBT+ officer, and an international 

students officer. These committee members plan fun events and they are always 
available to talk one-on-one should you need it. The MCR also has a partners & 

spouses officer, who helps make sure partners of MCR members feel welcome at 
Corpus. Through College, you can speak to your Graduate Tutor or the Dean of 
Chapel, and there are plenty of resources available through the Graduate Union 

and the University.

MCR COMMITTEE
The MCR committee are fellow students elected by the MCR to represent the 

postgraduate community's interests to college and the university.  We put on fun 
parties, interesting speakers, and help make sure everything runs smoothly. 

Corpus is a very well-funded MCR, meaning we've got a great budget for running 
events and there are a lot of opportunities to make your passion a reality here. 

If you have any questions you'd like to ask one of us about Corpus or life as a 
postgrad here, please feel free to email mcr_secretary@corpus.cam.ac.uk! 


